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Abstract 


Not long ago, during excavation in the domestic area of the Urartian fortress of Ayanis, a 
cylindrical object made of gold was discovered. Objects of this kind were completely un- 
known in Urartu before this discovery and it is not possible to compare it with any other 
items in the Ancient Near East. However, a possible parallel can be found with some 
golden objects discovered in central Italy in the work of Etruscan metallurgists. These 
items from Iron Age Italy are made of precious metals, especially gold, and have been in- 
terpreted as clasps; they are generally considered to have been used mainly to secure the 
men’s cloaks on the shoulder. This type of object is generally dated to the 8th-7th century 
B.C. and comes mainly from a series of archaeological contexts in central Italy. 
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Not long ago, during excavation in the domestic area (Area 11) of the 
Urartian fortress of Ayanis, a cylindrical object made of gold was discov- 
ered (Cilingiroglu/Salvini 2012: 99). This most important artefact bears a 
cuneiform Urartian inscription: 


MWS ga-qu-li MUNUS.LUGAL ta-na-a-si (CTU B 12A-1; Salvini 2012: 68) 


The inscription, which belongs to the label inscriptions category, 
states that the object is a tanasi,' property of Qaquli. Qaquli was probably 
the queen of Rusa II (Cilingiroglu/Salvini 2012: 106-107), a king of the 7th 


' On this word, of difficult interpretation, see Salvini 2014: 15-16. The Urartian word ta- 
nasi is known from only two other objects, a bronze candelabrum from Toprakkale (CTU B 
12-18) and a bronze bowl of Rusa II from Ayanis (CTU IV B 12-17). 

* Salvini believes that Qaquli was the queen of Rusa II, since all the inscriptions on 
stone and bronze discovered in Ayanis are of Rusa II, the founder of the fortress. 
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century, the builder of the Ayanis fortress (Rusahinili Eiduru-kai). The cy- 
lindrical object is very well preserved and is 20,6 cm long, with a diameter 
of 1,35 cm; the total weight is 60 g, including the remains of burnt wood 
found inside the specimen. One end of the object is open, and the other 
bears a cap with a twelve-lobed rosette motif. The entire body of the cyl- 
inder is covered by 18 tiers of a decoration featuring a tree-of-life motif 
composed of drop-shaped buds; the decoration may resemble the stylized 
sacred tree, which was also found in Ayanis itself and in Bastam in some 
impressions of cylinder seals from the period of Rusa II (second quarter of 
the 7th century B.C.).° 

Some suggestions have been advanced concerning the possible func- 
tion of this object. For Altan Cilingiroglu it is to be interpreted as a sort of 
flabellum, such as that held in the left hand of the so-called eunuch of To- 
prakkale, which contained feathers on one end (Cilingiroglu/Salvini 2012: 
uo, fig. 5; Merhav 1991: 171, fig. 4). Salvini considers it an item of the 
queen’s personal paraphernalia, probably a “sceptre” (Salvini 2014: 17-18). 

This kind of object was completely unknown in Urartu before this dis- 
covery and it is not possible to compare it with other similar items. How- 
ever, a possible parallel can be found with some golden objects discovered 
in central Italy, the work of Etruscan metallurgists.* These items are made 
of precious metals, especially gold, and have been interpreted as clasps; 
they are generally considered to have been used mainly to secure the 
men’s cloaks on the shoulder (Guzzo 1968: 303; Cristofani 1985: 198). This 
type of object is generally dated to the 8th-7th century B.C. (Canciani/Von 
Hase 1979: 24) and comes mainly from a series of archaeological contexts 
in central Italy. The clasps, which resemble the piece from Ayanis are 
those assigned to Class A by P. G. Guzzo (Guzzo 1968) and have a central 
cylindrical part onto which the fringes toothed are welded on a transverse 
plate. The latching between the fringes and the cylinder is made from a 
strip of metal. The central cylinder may be decorated to a greater or lesser 
extent, and the patterned space is divided into three or five areas. 
Although all these clasps are quite similar to the Urartian item, even more 


3 See, for example, the decorations on seals CTU IV Sig. 20.1-11. 
* Fora list of these specimens with bibliographical references, see Guzzo 1968: 277-282; 
Canciani/Von Hase 1979: 15-18, 22-25. 
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similar with respect their proportions are those from the Bernardini 
Tomb of Palestrina. Here four golden clasps were discovered; of three, 
only the central cylinders are preserved. 


1) Golden clasp: 19,6 cm in height, 1,3 cm in diameter, decorated with 
granulation. The surface is divided into three registers, the central one of 
which is decorated with a zigzag pattern and the lateral ones with mean- 
ders. The cylinder is closed at the extremities with two caps, which are 
also decorated, with V motifs, and was fixed with four pins to a silver plate 
on which there are two rows of eleven golden lions (Canciani/Von Hase 


1979: 15). 


2) Golden clasp: 19 cm in height, 1,6 cm in diameter, made of three cylin- 
ders welded together with two caps at the extremities welded using gold 
rings. The surface is divided into three registers, the central one decorated 
with a zig-zag pattern and the lateral ones with meanders, swastikas and 
wolves’ teeth. The caps are covered with V motifs. This cylinder also has 
holes by means of which it was fixed to the lower part of the clasp (Can- 
ciani/Von Hase 1979: 15-16). 


3) Golden clasp: 13,5 cm in height, 1,5 cm in diameter, a single cylinder in 
gold sheet of which only one cap is preserved. The surface is divided into 
three registers, the central one decorated with a zigzag pattern and the 
lateral ones with meanders. The cap is decorated with T-shaped mean- 
ders. Inside the cylinder there is a second cylinder in bronze with a 
wooden core. This too has holes by means of which it was fixed to the 
lower part of the clasp (Canciani/Von Hase 1979: 16). 


4) Golden clasp: 19,1 cm in height, 1,9 cm in diameter, a single cylinder in 
gold foil applied to a core of bronze. It was terminated at both ends with a 
curved cap, but only one has survived; it is decorated with granulation in 
a meander pattern. The cylinder is decorated by means of granulation 
with geometric patterns (meanders and angles), which are divided into 
three bands. The decoration is absent for the entire length of the cylinder 
in a narrow strip, where (as in the other examples) a metal plate must 
have been attached, as also indicated by the presence of some narrow 
holes (Della Seta 1918: 381-382; Guzzo 1968: 278).5 


° A. Della Seta (1909: 164) considered this specimen to be an incomplete sceptre. It is 
interesting to note that the incomplete Etruscan cylinder led the scholar to the same in- 
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Canciani and Von Hase (1979: 24) emphasized the lack of other speci- 
mens of this type of object from outside of Italy. The gold artefact discov- 
ered in the Urartian fortress of Ayanis may be considered the first possible 
parallel from abroad. They are all made of the same precious metal, gold. 
The shape of the Ayanis object, a cylinder closed by a terminal cap, is ex- 
actly the same as the Palestrina clasps. The length of the Ayanis specimen 
(20,6 cm) is extremely similar to some of the Palestrina clasps, three of 
which have lengths ranging between 19,0 and 19,6 cm. The same may be 
said of the diameters: that of the Urartian specimen is 1,35 cm, while the 
Etruscan items range from 1,3 to 1,9 cm. The objects differ in decorative 
themes, the Urartian with the presence of tree-of-life motif, while the 
Etruscan pieces have mainly geometric patterns. The decoration tech- 
nique used for the Urartian object involved engraving and hammering, 
whereas granulation was employed on the Etruscan clasps. Such differ- 
ences may be attributed to the taste of the craftsmen, given that Urartian 
artisans were familiar with both geometric themes and granulation.° 

The residues of wood inside the Ayanis cylinder, also observable in 
one specimen from Palestrina, would seem to be connected with the exe- 
cution of the cylinder decoration. The Etruscan clasps are reliably associ- 
ated with the sphere of male decoration, while an Urartian Queen proba- 
bly owned the Ayanis cylinder. The incompleteness and uniqueness of the 
Urartian object make it impossible to know if it were some kind of clasp 
(or, indeed, had some other function), despite attempts at interpretation. 
However—notwithstanding the fact that it might have had a different 
function and different decorations—the similarity in general shape and 
size, the material used, and the contemporary date, suggest the existence 
of a correlation between these objects. The spread of these clasps oc- 
curred between the end of the 8th century and the second quarter of the 
7th century B.C. (Canciani/Von Hase 1979: 24). In conclusion, the Ayanis 
specimen might thus be perhaps part of a clasp—or maybe re-purposed 
with another function, e.g. those suggested by Cilingiroglu (flabellum) or 
Salvini (sceptre). We wait for new finds providing additional evidence for 


terpretation proposed a century later for the Ayanis cylinder (on this interpretation, see 
Salvini 2014). 
ê On Urartian goldsmithing, see AAVV 2007. 
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this striking resemblance; it must be noted once again that unfortunately 
archaeology to this date has only provided a pale reflection of the dense 
international relations that must have characterized the Orientalizing pe- 
riod in the 8th and 7th centuries B.C.’ 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


AAVV (2007), The Gold of Ancient Armenia (III Mill. BCE-14 Cent. AD), Institute of Archaeol- 
ogy and Ethnography NAS RA, Yerevan. 

Batmaz, A. (2012), “Ayanis Kalesinden Hayat Ağacı Inancina İlişkin Yeni Bulgular”, 
Arkeoloji ve Sanat 141: 39-50. 


Canciani, F./F. W. Von Hase (1979), La tomba Bernardini da Palestrina, Latium Vetus II, 
Roma. 


Cilingiroglu, A./M. Salvini (2012), “New Contributions to Urartian Archaeology from the 
Fortress at Ayanis”, A. Cilingiroglu, A. Sagona (eds.), Anatolian Iron Ages 7, ANES 7: 
99-112. 

Cristofani, M. (1985), Dizionario illustrato della civilta etrusca, Firenze. 

—— IM. Martelli (1983), L’Oro degli Etruschi, Novara. 

Della Seta, A. (1909), “Collezione Barberini di antichità prenestine”, Bollettino d’arte III: 161- 
211. 

—— (1918), Museo di Villa Giulia I. Villa Giulia, necropoli dell’Agro Falisco, templi dell’Agro 
Falisco e del Lazio, Satricum - Capena, Praeneste (collezione Barberini), cista Fico- 
roni, Roma. 

Guzzo, P. G. (1968), “Su due classi di affibbiagli etruschi del VII sec. a.C.”, Studi Etruschi 
XXXVI: 277-308. 

Merhav, R. (1991), Urartu: a Metalworking Center in the First Millennium BC, Jerusalem. 

Salvini, M. (2012), Corpus dei Testi Urartei, Vol. IV. Iscrizioni su bronzi e argilla. Paleografia, 
Documenta Asiana VIII/IV, Roma. 

——(2014), “Lo ‘scettro’ d’oro della regina di Urartu’, M. Tortorelli Ghidini (ed.), Aurum. 
Funzioni e simbologie dell'oro nelle culture del Mediterraneo antico, Roma. 

Sciacca, F. (2006), “Importazioni assire e urartee”, G. Della Fina (ed.), Gli Etruschi e il Medi- 
terraneo. Commerci e politica, Atti del XIII Convegno Internazionale di Studi sulla 
Storia e l’Archeologia dell'Etruria (Orvieto 2005), Annali della Fondazione Faina 
13: 285-304. 


” Concerning Assyrian and Urartian imports in Mediterranean area, see Sciacca 2006. 


22 R. Dan / Iran and the Caucasus 20 (2016) 17-23 


FIGURES 





Fig. 1. The gold cylinder of Queen Qaquli, from the Ayanis fortress 
(Cilingiroglu/Salvini 2012: fig. 2). 





Fig. 3. 


Fig. 2. Detail of one end of the cylinder showing the cunei- 
form Urartian inscription (after Cilingiroglu/Salvini 2012: 
fig. 3). 

Fig. 3. Detail of the end of the cylinder with the rosette 
decoration (Batmaz 2012: fig. 6) 

Fig. 4. Detail of the open end of the cylinder (Batmaz 2012: 
fig. 6). 
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Fig. 8. A closer view of a gold 
cylinder from Palestrina (Cri- 
stofani/Martelli 1983: fig. 23). 





Fig. 6. 








Fig. 7. 


Fig. 5. A gold cylinder from Pale- 
strina, part of a clasp (after Can- 
ciani/Von Hase 1979: tab. 1.5-6). 


Fig. 6. A gold cylinder from Pales- 
trina, part of a clasp (after Can- 
ciani/Von Hase 1979: tab. 1.7-8). 


Fig. 7. Detail of the end of one of 
the Palestrina cylinders decorat- 
ed with granulation in V motifs 
(after Canciani/Von Hase 1979: 
tab. A.6). 
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Fig. 9. Three gold cylinders 
from Palestrina, part of clasps 
(Canciani/Von Hase 1979: tab. 


8.3). 


